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THE LIBERTY OF THE CITIZEN.

E wople pefuse, from this time forward, to be led |r
| by these psinciples, an abves of horror awsits our
spoedy entgance, as terrible to the upright souly
of & free-born Amesican citisen as the flaming |
depths where'the lost angels writhe in agony,
| The world, it is true, will not stand still; some |
Lother people more worthy the high trust will
| take up the esuse of constitutional government; |
but we will be droppedin gloom and despair by '
the wavside. .
Sir, times like the present are alwavs fail of |
danger to the rights of the people. In an hour

Speech of Hon. D. W. Voorhees,
Of Indiana,

Delivered in the House of Representatives, Febru-
ary 18, 1863,

The House having under consideration “An |

Act to indemnify the President and other per-
sons for suspending the. privilege of the writ of
habeas corpus, sand acts done in parsuance
thereof,”

Mr. Vooruges said:

Mr. Speaker, the American people will
learn with amazement that the bill now un-
der consideration has once passed this House
without debaté. It returns here now with amend-
ments made’ by the Senate, and the Chairman of
the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Ste-
vens, | with' an obedient majority at his command,

songht on Thursday last to again secure the ne- |

tion of this body upon the momentons and vital
prineiples which it mvelves withont permitting a
single word of discnssion. And [ hold my posi-

tion on this floor to-day, not becawse the pro-|

seriptive majority on the opposite side of tliis
Chamber concede the freedom of debate, but be-
conse & manly, determined minority enforced it
by a resort to those rules of parliamenrary law
which were made for their protection.. Let this
fact he '!ntier\tmn]. Le® it >0 into hi\f(‘ll"_\‘ As A
part of the condemnation which there awaits the
party now in power, that the voice of the people,
speaking through their Rapresentatives, has been
stified in this Hall daring the present session, on
questions which overturn and revolutionize the
principles of repablican goyernment ‘he un-
holy spirit of despotism dreads the doctrines of
free speech; and cowers in silence and in dark-
The spirit of liberty lives in an atmos-
phere vo al with the contest< between truth and
error, and invites the hamblest citizen of the Gov-
ernment to exercise his judgment freely and with-
out restraint upon all questions of public in-
tervst.

Mr. Stevens: When this bill was called up 1
felt no disposition to disenss it; and I said that
unless some gentleman wanted to discmss it 1
would ask for the vote. 1 then said that, as
some ventlemen wanted o disenss it, I wonld
move to postpone it.

Mr. YVoorhees: 1 give the gentleman the ben-
efit of his saatement. [ had information, lpw-
ever, from those who visited him at his seaggef a
very different character; and the proceedings on
this floor by which debate was obtained, gave
convincing proof that my information was. cor-
rect

8ir, the bill now before the Honse has no par-
allet in the history of this or any other freo peo-
ple. It is entitled “An act to indemmify the
President and other persons for saspending the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpns, and acts
doneé in pursusnce thercofl.” But it embraces
even more than its startling title would indicate.
It gives to the Execative and all his subordinates
not merely security for crimes committed against
the vitizen in timoes past, but confers a license to
continne in the fature the same unlimited exer.
cise of arbitrary power which has hrought dis-
grace and danger to the country. 1 propose, w
the best of my ability this day, to show that
neither indemnity for the past nor impunity for
the future can be bestowed on those who have
violated, and who propose farther to violate, the
great and fundamental principles of constita-
tional liberty,

ir. the proper division and lawful exercise of
the powersof a Government coustitute a question
of supreme and paramount importance. It stands
preeminent over all others. No people in the
iistory of the world ever long maintained seon-
rity from the foot of the oppressor who lost sight
of this fundamental truth, The sentinel who
stands guard over the citadel of popular liberty
can only protect and defend his sacred trust by
keeping his vigilant eye steadily fixed en the
movements of power. Every attempt to divert
his attention by proclaiming other and more im-
portant objects, or by lalling him to sleep at bis
yost, comes from an enemy to free government
.‘E\-c:‘_\' attempt to convinee the public mind that
there may be higher duties for the citizen to per-
form than to preserve inviolats the inalienable
rights of person, property, and the pursuit of
happiness, 18 an assault upon the existence of
this Republic and a saenlege against God.

To messure out the metes and bounds of
power, and establish them by constitutional land-
marks sufficiently plain and strong to resist the

ness

encroachments of executive anthority, has been |

the loftr purpose of every fdend of freédom who
bas left his name to illupfinhte the annals of
human conduct. Sach names belong to the peo-
!11*. and are household deities aronnd the humble
iearthstones of those who eat their bread in the
sweat of their faces, and find safety alone in the
well defined limits of the laws uodes which they
iive. The Sarvevor with his chain can run the
lines and plant the corner stones along the bor-
ders of kingdoms, empires, States and Territo-
ries; but statesmen and philosophers have taxed
all the hours since the dawn of civilization with
the efforts of incessant indnstoy in circumseribing
and restraining the lawless and impatient spirit
of power. Vast armies have been murshaled
and grest batiles fonght; the eurth has heefi turned
from its primeval peacy and purity into one
mighty sepulcher, and the sky has been rent with
the voice of mourning in order to appease the
lust of conquest and to extend the physical boun-
daries of & country to a mountain, a river, or an
invisible, air<drawn line, which is disputed by
armed force; but one drop of blood from the
veins of John Hampden or Joseph Warren; ome
handful of dust.from the graves of S8aratoga or
Camden: one expiring sigh from the lips of Bo-
zaris or Winkelreid; one relic from the plaine of
old Platea or Marathon, is more valuable and
more glorious in the canse of human progress,
and more aceeptable in the presegee of infinite
justice and eternal right than all the wars of in-
vasion and subjugation with whichithe world has
respunded from Issus to Austerlitz.
fore the shrine which liberty has erected to the

name=s of Washington and of Algernon Sidney, |

of the elder Brutus and of Thomas Jefferson. |
invoke their memories and the gunidance of their
spirits while 1 denounce & measare which sarren-
ders back to the hands of power all those grand
achievements in the canse of human freedom
which have rendered their names immortal.

Bir, we live in the midst of storm and revolu-
tion. A memorable ¢
piring in our view,
ments of strife and of change. The convalsions

which have signalized the past are being repro- |

duced in the present. The marderous roar of

cannon, the ssngminary erash of war, and the |

pallid, appealing faces of the dead mark our

time and our country as they have marked all |

climes and ages heretofore. History is being
rewritten; and what man has done pnan i# doing
again. I see nothing new in the calamities which

now assail the destiny to which we'nspire. We |
are treading over again the footsteps of genern-

tions which have away. Mutation and
change is the order of the world. Stability and

. eo in the works of human hamtis is the
Jtopian dream of abstract speculation. The

I bow be- |

ch in history is trans- |
The air is dark With theeles |

quired. For when the c¢lsments of political or-
eanization are in commotion, and disorder per-

like this if we expect to retain the institutions of |
liberty, an inerensed degree of vigilance is re- |

vades the whole face of affairs, bad men in au- |

thority _unberidle the spirit of tyranty in their

hreasts iud leap over I[‘u: walls of constitutional
' restraing  Such periods in history have been the

rich h t

rolls

the

ng the sky and midnight gloom increases
rs of the storm, the sdvage heasts of
the desert go forth and raven. for their prey.
The*rulers of nations do the same. Benja-
min was a raveging wolf, and stands ns‘the em-
blem of anlawfuland sanguinary power. Sedi-
tions civil wars are the anhappy oceasions
for exercise of this baleful propensity which
high Official station so generally begets in
heart of man. Aund, Mr. Speaker, ghe mournfpl
evidences are thick and fearful on’ every hand,
whichever wav we turn, that the public confu-
sif@ which mow reigus in our own once peaceful
lahd has brought with it to us this pernicious

| evil in its most frighiful and aggravated forms.

Disaster has followed disaster in terrible and
startliog rapidity to a people who two short
VEArs azo had never tasted the enp of humiliation
or sorrow. Our territorial grandeur has been

the |

sts of despotism. When the thender |

this HRepublic, the farmer at his plow, the me
chanie in his shop, the merthiant at his equnter,
every ealling and peofession in life, from the proud
ghan in his mansion to the good mun in his gabin,

| all stand this day naked and exposed, utterly aud

entirely at the merey of ope mon, and of the
fuwning miniops who croueh before him for pay.
I state a fuct in the heéaring of the country, and
whertver my feeble words mny penetrate wit.
nesses will rise up and dlemnly nttest ita fya'’,

It would he the natoral sugposition of every ia
telligent mind, that ap argument to prove that
there is a warrant in the Coustitution for this
stute of affairs would be an insult w the genius
of the Revolation in which vur liberties were won,
an outruge on the memory oi the great dead of
that period, and a mockery to the common sense
of the world. Bat the spirit ol abject servility,
which alway@invites the arrogant sssumptions of
power and pretedes the downfall of liberty, is per
forming its loathsome office on every hand. We
hear on every side the old ery of the courtier nnd
the parasite. At every.new aggression, at every
ndditionad outrage, new advocates rise up to de-
fend that source of patronage, weslth and fame—
the department of the Executive, Technical and
obscure rules, cunningly devised special pleas,
and skillful and déceptive sophistry, all combine
in the hands of the supporters of this Administra.
tioy to tear away from the people the protection
of the laws of their own mauking. Such assistance
bas always waited on the mos:t maligonnt effures
of tyranny, Nero lad his poet laureate, and
Senecn wrote his defense for thie murder of his
mother, The present dark hour affords ample
evidence that "human nature is the sxme that it
was two thousand years igo.

Anid the opening scenes of this disastrous and

| deplorable war, the President suspended the cper

torn and dispated by the sword, homes have been |
dgsolated and filled with the bitterness of death, |

debt and taxation tower up like a gloomy spee-
ter in our midst and cast an appalling shadow

over the hopes of the predemt and of future gen- |
erations of labor for more than & hundred years |

to come: but such seenes have not softened the
heart of Executive anthority, tempered the insa-
tiable lnst of personal domimation, or staved the

hapd of official trespass and oppression any |

miore in the adminiztration of the American Re-
public than thev have.in the administration of
Governments of former ages. The nsarper scizes
the moment when the Constitution of his conn-
try is weakened by some deadly peril to assist in
h;rl‘:lkal'.;_‘_ it 1!«;“‘!\: ‘!‘ “'.'I.‘.l-]:u-.: l;}l\‘ f_-I-;u-"f'llnil}'
when the laws are unsettled to trample them un-
der his feet and sabstitute his own imperious and
unhallowed will in the place of their well-defined
and peaceful operations.

Mr. Speaker, on the 24th day of last Septem-
her the President of the United States, in a few

brief lines published in the newspapers and styled |

n !irru'lmllafi.'n_ declared that the l}t’trpli’- of this |
country were under martial law, and thar all |
eivil rizhts and remedies tourhing their per=onal |

The blow .was sud-
It was a piece of the in-
Ty-

libestics were suspénded.
den, quick, and radieal
evituble logic of Executive encronchment,

ranny has itz rales of action as well as other svs- |

temr of wrong.

Chicanery, frand, and =ubtle, |

ohscure false-dealing characterize its attempts |

when it dees not feél secure in more daring ef-

forts.

But this act of the President and his Cab- |

inet i« the unblushing assumption of powerwhich' |
has censed to respect or fear the Constithtion or |

lawws which the péople have made, and which
these servants of the people have sworn to sup-
port. It throws aside all disgaise, tears off its
vail, and displavs the horrible features of des-
potisia (o American citizens,
of this House difpute the correetness of
torms which 1 employ! Let us divest ourselves
of all passion and rescntment. Let us take a
calm view of facts and principles, as history will
do, and, by ghe steady light of truth and reason

]

‘Vll} any member |
the |

let us examine and discover, if we can, what the |

Administration now in power has done in be-
half of the Constitution of the fathers, and in
behalf of the cause for which this Republic was
founded.

The object for which our aneestors revolted
from the British empire, and ‘enacted that sab-
lime tragedy of history, the American Revolution,

wgs to seoure to the citizen more liberty and per- |
=onal security than he possessed under the jpris-

diction of the British erown., Their complaints
wore not against the Constitution of England,
put sgainst a weak king and a wicked ministry,
who violated it in order to oppress the subject.
They studied the dangerous nature of a lawless
executive during

ness, l.l!'lil l.-f 'hlum]‘

seven yvears of grief, of bitter. |
When day dawned on their |

independence, the great secuet of free povernment |
was no longer a secret to them. They had learned |

it, and learned it forever in the high and holy in-
spiration of battles fought for the inherent right
to govern themselves.  Their wisdom then sue-
ceeded their swords, and the American Constim-

tion became the offspring of the American Revo- '

tion, and inherited all’its ileas. In immedinte
view of the vnparalleled struggle which had jusg
closed, 'and of the canses which nroduced it, the
Comnatitution of the United States

came forth i

from the hands of its framers,- the great mission- |

ey of freedom to thescitizens of this cliosen land
first, and afterwards to-the whole earth. This is
the spirit with which it was born, and such the
purpose for which it was set apart.
maxim of law that every insteument shall be con-

strued and imterpreted accordingto the intention |

of those wio made it.  This maxim was followed
until theser modern days have engendered not

merely a spirit 6f false construction, bat of open |

and sndacious usurpation, sucl-#s never hannted
the disordered brain of George I1I, even in his
homts of madness. I am not about here to enter
into au claborate discmssion of the various pri-
mary fanctions of theConstitution. It is the
toxt book of the people’s happinessand security,
and they know it by hears; but invrder that the
dangers which now assail it here in the house of
its pretended friends, may be more pivinly seen,
I may be allowed to dwell a moment on some of
its simplest but most important features.

By the lettér and by the spirit of the Constitu-
tion. this is peculiarly and esnphatically a popu-
lar Government. - The people make every part
of it, uphold the entire fabric, #nd con‘rol its
whole economy. It is true that thé Constitution
makes thres departments in which the powers of
the Governmeont are placed, but the voice of the
peeple is supreine over them all.  The Executive
can make no law, annal no law, change no law.
He i not responsible for the laws. as he finds

' them. They are made by the people in their
legislative capacity, and he is simply their serv-
ant to execute their will thus expressed. The
| department of the judiciary was created to inter-
pret and pronounce the meaping of law; and if
the law as thus declared by the courts is not in
accordance with she popalar wishés, it is to he
| corrected by new legislation. But one depart-
ment canno! invade or coerce the other, when

Itis an oid |

| each confines itself to its constitutional bounda- |

ries. These mies are very old and very familjar;

but they assume a new and wonderful sigmifi-

cance in the light of present events. They are
like the face of an old frivnd beheld unexpectedly
under terrible and startling cirenmstances.

r

do |

not allude to them at shis time becanse I suppose |

they are new to the humblest mind in the land

I alinde to them, however, sir, for the purpose of :

| asserting, as I do Eere now in my pluce as a |

' Representative of the people, that
Executive of this Government bas usarped the

| powers of the judicial and the legislative depart-

different forms which Governments have assumed = ments of the Constitution to an extent which is

to redesm society from chaos constitute no ex-
ception to this remark. On the contrary, all
history stands as an awful witness to the fact that
no Government has ever yet heem established
which has been exempt from the fierce blasts of
human passion and haman ambition.

Bat instability and tempestuouns s
not necessarily roll backward, or even
wheels of Great

' totally gubversive of ican institntions, and
' not to be borne by a free people. I make the

Jclury;e and will submit the proof to my tandid

eountrymen. P
It will not be denied on thi= floor or elsewhers
that the suspension ol the writ o habeas

the other, nguinst the trinl o any one urrested by
the order of the Preskdent or his subordinates. It
gav @ aceess to the saults of the prison, but pot 1o

Ffrail man to sin ageinet Taws, both human and
punishmeyt. and tyrants alpne repudiate the jus
tice of the Alm
son the right to be hewrd i his defense is
despotism. Condemnation without teinl, and

to my mind of the most a
ever feasted on wi'h

£

that
ban-

ixrapny
or

present |

divine, but God himself secures him a trial hlﬁlﬁ‘l

ighty, To deny to an necused per. |

.| o5 enduaring
inently the attribute of the worss uguorh:l L King Johu,
it~ |
ishment without limitation, i the exact definition |

ations of the writ of hubess curpus in certain un-
settled aind afflicted citieg and portions of the
countey.  This was, in my judgment, without su-
thor .l,):n]' the Constivttion ; hutthe peaple bore with
heroic putience their own wrongs rather than add
to the disorder und calamities of the nation. But
this purtinl ussule on the principles of free goavern:
ment i& rendered instgaifieant in view of the dar.
fng nod gieaatie suiride toker in Septewnber, and
which the blandi<liing tongve of A cttery and adu
lntidh commend and sustain in the American
Oongress, and in the lace of the American pevple
Witly this List pet jnethe mournful tragedy of pa-
and, 1 fear, natinnal existence, 1
shall more especially deul at this time

tional hovor,

Sir, I might content mysell as Lo the power of
the President to suspend the writ of 1|.|hc_|-a-_-urt.;|¢
by resting upon judicial precedent I might de
clarve w this House awd to the country, in the
Iungunge of that eminent jurisz, lute Justice of
the Supreme Court ol the Unitead States, Benja
miu Heud Curtis, Massuchusers, that * the
ouly judicinl decisiona which lave been' made
upon this guestion have heen adverse to the power
ol the President,” [ mightare Ly negative upon
neganve, and cite in support o! my l[u_--\'!nuh Lie

ol

greéal names ol judicial history, belore who=e glory |

. . .3
i the ligher walks of usetul Lime s mg men Lhe

most exslied names of o day would be as the |

feeble =purks ol the glow -worm in vamn eompe
titivu with the, blaging sun al meridian. . |

ghit show trom the recorded trunsactions ol the

il=
1]
pust that Ly ninetecuth century and the lapd ol
much vaunted (reedom bave produced a Presi-
dent aud « Cabinet who, ' ‘ld'-'it*,“’-ul'IJCEE:'ENID.
e crush snd
butilinte the legal decisions ol centuries made
in behall of personal sfeurity and personsl inde
pencence; decisions which salute the eye of lne
Wiy larer alid duwntrodgen ol every. nge and of
every ehime like Light houses on t.hvsln:'m) beach,

Have detied, spurned, and sougln

becKoing the wativer o the midst of darkness
. peacetul harbwor
I mighido all this,and it weuld seem that it would
be umply evough; but it wouid be no more than
bus already been done with fsar more ability than
belongsto my bumble powers. All
kuows these things Even the Representatives
who mistepresent the, peuple on the vther side of
this Chamber know all thiz, and shrink and trem
ble belore the application whizh [uture listory
will mnke of past history. | wish, however, w
dwell for a few moments swmidst the historical
nszociations of this immortal writ of human free
dom and humay progress 1 wish o scan its pur
nose and discover its spirit. | wish o inquire
wlhint cugses I wish 10 see I\'!I_\' it

iind despair o the shiellor ol »

produced 1t
u vanpection with eivil gov
ecnment. What didit propose o accomplistiy Whai
sl wloal dind 15

wias ever thuueht ol

Gyl 11 o lavenr?

ur it

peve
| he
these yuestions, drawn from  history,
1 reasbuing, throw
vmmienese lphis on the guestion ol the power of
auv executive oilice its operations

the pea Lenefits

LITEG T nd who bmve peen wgainst el

ilswers (o

Will, weroruing &

B ELR sl i

i suspend

Whia Gupiise e ol il

:"::.'_ l.!.t,"i.;-"ll: v ol the Mok ress of !.:.hP!'T\'. n~xt
Lo of the Clristi veligion, ¥ the
must subifime snd instructive lesson taught s the
the world indead, have

s, hut fio seasolr of sdversity has ever

the listory (3 1

atitrals ol bz fortones,
been yurn
suflice
it
L9 TR b
e, ity

wl 1o quench the vestal fires which burn on
And itt all the terrible struggles with
parred the nations and liberated the

dibivr=

i has
!
penpd
el

it to onre man belungs the night to govern

Kivgs, and the courtiers of kings, who
tnlk of the divive g the po<-e=sion .and ex
¢ivise ol fower, huve been the enemies w hich liber-

iy

t Ly

ty huits had 1o eneon e
waged hns !‘-l-!‘!t to put restraint and  control ‘on
the will, the pretensions, the authority ol ope
man. Every battie fonght beoesth its basners, in
all the four quatters of the earth, has been fought
el repel the sprogant npil uulawlol claims
of power made by one mits. Every law which
wis ever enncied i s interest, lrom the Inws ol
God ou Mount Sinsid 1o the preseat hour,
been enacted W protget the musses from the rav
aging and oppressive hand of one man. This
has (vvever been the ssue, apd it i= the issue now

When the light of liberty fnded away in the sky
ol Southern Europe, nml Grecian apd Roman
glory went down in the gloom and night of des
potisen, nges vl darkness fullowed, over whose
peeesl veed) faculties the spirit of atwolatism held
undisputed supremacy.  But liberty lmd made
one gram! epoch. [t had built & monoment ol

Lo resist

has

law, literature, science and art, which gtill stapds, |

amd will forever stand, towering up on the back

ground of history likesome awlul pyramid against |

the distant sky. 'he statesman, the philosgpher,
the post, thie wrtise wid the historvian, all bend
reverently before the grmad achievements of that
age of libeity, Then vame, hpwever, that mys

terious tomb of o thousand years, in which the
prineiples of free government ilept. But it wis
not the sleep of death. Liberty found its resur-
reciion at the hands of that gréatrace from whose
Joius the American citizen has descended. It
awonke with returning consciousness on the soil
of our ancestors, at the touch of Edwarl the
Confessor and Alfred the luw-maker. But it
nwoke simply to revew the struggles of the past
with its ancient fve. Ope mun iv the robes of
office, loving power with « =elfish love, and ex

ercising it in disregurd of law, met the genius of
liberal mestitution¢ at evefv step on this side of
the dark nges, xs wel. s in the duys of Tibegiue
and Plilip of Macedon.  The struggle has Lever
censed.  The people grasped it power; for
them the posgession ol poaris freedom. Crowned
heads elnimed it ns thewr right; for to them it was
the gratitieation ol i passion more consuming thun

all others that ever corroded the humau beart—

the avarice of. dominion—the lust for personal
supresgsey,  The safety, of the people lay in
written laws judicially interprated, and this they
s6on learned.  Kings sought to govern By proo-
Iamiations which suspended or disregarded law.
Hence arosg thdése glprious effurts to fx the
houndaries betwei n 'ﬁw ruler and the citizen—to
put restraint on the one, and give sacurity to the
other, which eonstitute the chief pglory &f Eng.
laud snd the just pride of Englishmen. Why did
the British Barbms meet st Runnymede? Why,

by proclamation, 1w which 1 have alluded, elosed l 48 the name of thut spot immortal?  What causes
thecivil Courts of this country, from one ocenn to |~ produced that wonderful ‘wasemb

¢ in the
month of Jone, and in_the vear 12157 Why is
it that we talk to-dnv, of that event trapspiring
more than #ix hundred vears ago with the fa.

the bar of jgstice. [t is o 'parteof the natore of | * milarity which belongs to an event of yesterday?

Sir, the old ‘principlet were thers
“brought face mdﬁ.’ lhzfnui was
erected in bebalf of w»mﬂ:u_-ly and against
the abmse of power, as high as the heivens and
tarth.  The people confronted

ad been arresting citizens with
€0t punishing thim witbout tial, and

men that he

the world |

Who have !

il antaconist hoe been the prinm]l!n- :
the |

I‘;\ ery conitest It ey er |

No freeman whall ih‘gel:ktn or ltnm“ o:‘.m
an ur ”’-” F nor
:m:::n;dp,ﬂ:r rzm. por will we send Lim uniess h‘rﬁ
! | judgment of bié peers, or by the law of the landC
| We will sell to no men; we will not. deny 1o any man
| efther justice or right.
E This was the voice of a ‘"7;:.;:“ whose
n clesr perception of legsl had pot yee!
| dawned: but it was the elear, high veoiceofsliberty,
| which when once spoken pever censes (o echo and
resound from age to age nntil the nhgel shall close
L he book of time. | love to listeu to its pealing
| straing.  No muosic this sude of the winged cher-
[ bim of God iz g0 sweet o my ear.
with the harsh, discordant notes of the Executive
usurpations of the present hour, und the abj
wone= of those who feed o the smiles of Executive
favor. | turn sway from the sad omens which
eurround us to renew and strengthen my faith in
the ultimate success of free institutions, by eon-
| templating the scenes through which sthey have
airendy pessed. [ turn wway from the sight of
| expiring liberty in this land 0 asscre myself by a
| contemplation of other days that it esnnot alto-
| gether die
Mr. Speaker, we cannot over estimate the value
of the victpory obtained by the popular will over
the doctrine of the one man power when the Great
Chrter was extorted from England’s perfidious
king. Every enlightened lover of human freedom
hag borne testimony to the importande of this
[ grand achievewent. The great Earl of Chatham,
| in pleading the cnuse of constutional liberty in
1770, vand tribute to it as foliowa: '

r
|
!
4

"1t i to your ancestors, my Londs, it is to the English
| barons that wé are indebted for the laws and consti -utious
| we possess. Their viroes were rude and uncultivated,
| but they were great and sinecere. Thelr understandings
| were as Hiue polished as their osoverss but they had

hearts to distingubsh right from wrong; they bad heads o
distinguish truth from falsehowod; they understood the
| rights of bumanity, avd they had spigit to waintain them.
| My Loris, | thluk history bhas niot done Jastice to their
eatdnct: when they obtalned from thelr sovereign that
| great acknowledgment of uational rights contained in
Magna Charta, they did notconfine It to themmelves alone,
but delivered it a2 a common blessing tothe whole people.
Sir James Mackintosh dwells upon it in glow-
ing periods Says that brilliant historian and

sla esman;

Whdever, in auy future age or yet unborn uation, may
admire the felicity of the expediect which converted the
power of taxation joto the shicld of liberty by which dix-
cretionary and seeret imprisonment was rendered im-
practicable, agd portions of the people were trained Lo ex-
vreise a larger share of Judicial power than ever was
aliotied 1o theni in any other civilized State,

I contoss it |

in such a |

manner as (o secure instead of endaogering public tran- |
quility; whoever exolis at the spectacie of enlightened |

4

and independent assemblies, which, under the eve of a

well-informed nation, discuss and deteniuine the laws and |

policy likely to make communities great apd happy: who-
ever is capable of comprehending all the effects of such
institutions, with all their possihie Improvements, upon

the mind and genius of a people, is sacredly hound 20

speak with reverentinl gratitude of the authors of the | . - !
! F 4| ¥icein time of war or public dasiger: nor shall any person | OF place, will be by & mousing owl hawked at and

The gloom of absolutism will once more |

Gireat Charter. To hate produend it, 17
| i to have matured ity constitute 1he
Englamd upon the esteem of mankind.

have preserved
immortal claim of

Why, Mr. Speaker, has Magon Chartas been

thus esteemeri by the wisest. minds of “the world |

t be worthy ol such lofty encomioms?
does it tower up with such magnitude over ull
other cousiderations iu the construction of free
| governments? The answer is very simple, plain,
hript'_
the historian—

Whe |

It is because, in the danguage of Hume, |

This farmmous deed either granted or secured very im- |

tiex and pr vileges to eve

the

ry order of men in
ciergy, to the baroux, and to the

the kingdom—ito

peapls

it is immortal and dear, sir, to nll people, und |

more especully to the American people at this |

time, becanse iu the discussion of its principles
Hallam deelares:

the era, therefore, of King John's charter it nyost
i aclear principle of our Constitution that no
be detained in prison without trial

nthority i to day aguingt the
Jhose who now administer the
afliairs of this republic, because Sir James Muck
intosh has propounced
which fil the world with grateful admiration. te
he **those essentinl clnuses which protect the per-

¥From
have b
man ¢an
]1 Is i) o Pl

dnaly proctices ol

its “‘crowuing glories,” |

sopal liberty snd property of all freemen, by

giving security from arbitrary imprisonment and |

spoliation.”

Sach, sir, nre its claims upon the dearest affec-
tions of mankind. It was horn in the hearts of a
proud, free race, and 1ts mission on earth was to

artuteary

confrunt hid resist that pernicious dogma of ty- i

rants, that the liberties of the people can in any

event be lelt to the control ol any solitary indi- |
he bhe culied Czar, Emperor, |
m every contest with |

vidunl, whethe:
King or President,  And
its enemy it has beer. eventually victorions. The
pehipie ol England compelled their sovereizus to
solemnly ratify it more than thirty times in the
space ol [our hundred vears.

But, in mind the eausez which pro
duced Magna Charta, and the great object it
was designed to accomplish, let us take another
step i the ili-il'.u.'}' of the progress of personal
liberty and personal security In 1627 com

bearning

menced that wonderiul English revolation whieh |

| fills 30 many memorable and bloody pages of
history It commenced over the old fuestion
ul. pnl-\'(_'f.
nel, aud other citizens for refusing to pay certain
| taxes, and threw them inte prison.
plied 1w the Court ol King's Bench for the
writ of habeas corpus, in order that it might
be kpown whether their commitment was "h'\'
the law of the lund,” und upon what charge it
was mude,
The writ wa
{ return that they were detained ky a warrant from the
Privy Council, ming him of no particular cause of
imprisonment, but that they were committed "r_\"lhi* spe-
cinl command of his Mujesty.
We hmve had muny =y 4

il

returns in this land
of freedom during the past year, and every wind
| will suggest the ready parmllel by s simple change
of nnmes But v the days of Charles I, more
| than two hondred vears our ancestors dwd

na
120,

| not allow the subject 1 deop at the haughty bid- |
I'bey met the issue, bold |

ding even of a King.
| and fierce discussion followed, until the wnwar-
| runted arrest aud imprisonment of five En slish
men gave rise .0 the fumous Pemimiox of Rieur,
t which was a elear and explicit afirmation of the
| prineiples of Miagna Charta, and an applicatior:
|of them to existing grievances, 1 quote that

The King nrrested Hampden, Dar. |

Tlm_'; np- |

erafnted; but the warden of the fiest inade |

portion ol it which so lorcibly reminds us of the |

| high' und sacred rights which have been stricken

down by the present Administration in our own |

| midst:

ITI. And whereas, also, by the statute called “the Great
| Charter of the Liberties of England," it {s declared and

| toms, or be outlawed or exiled, or in any manner de-
¢ stroyed, but by the lawful judgiment of his peers, or by
the law of the land.

IV. And in the eight and twentieth year of the reign of
King Edwarnd I11, it was declared and enacted by suthor-
ity of Parliament that ne man, of what estate or condition
| that be be, should be put out of bis lands or tvnements,
| nor taken, nur imprisoned. por disinherited, nor put to
death without being brought to answer by due process of
law.

V. Nevertheless, against the tenor of said statutes, and
other the goud laws and sta utes of your realm, fo that

deliverance, they were brought before your justices, by
your Majesty's writs of habeas corpus, there to undergo
and rece.ve as the court bould order, aad their keepers
comuunded 1o certify the causes of their detainer, no
| canse was certified, but that they were detaned by your
| Mujesty’s special command, sign by the Londs of your
| Privy Conndl. and yet wore re urnd back to several pris-
ops witholit being charged with anything to which they
might make agswer according to law.

The king signed new guarantees of liberty 1o
meet these complaints, but, in an unhappy hour
for him, broke his royal word, and again tres.
passed upon the righta of the people. #henrng-
Ele again commenced, and raged until Charles |
iell beneath the ax of the executioner; and that
mysterious apd unexplnined enigma of history,
Oliver COromwell, trinmphed over him in the
name of popular right and constitutiona! govern-
ment  And thdbugh the practical fruits of this
mighty revolution were for long vears turned o
dust and ashes upon the lips of England, yet the
public mind of the world had learned a grand and
.overwhelming lesson. The English people taught
mankind of every age and of every country that
no sanctity of prerogative, no dignity of blood, no
prescriptive customs, no pageantry of royal state,
09 bayonets surrounding the palace, can protect
one man in plundering the multitude of their per-
sopal liberties. It is a Jesson, #r, which the
hemblest American citizen knows by hear( 10 day
padueasures up,#s an everl: “ting inberitance.

But there was another great period in history
h :b‘:ich pie f libert op::. péi et
Lo pro, o erty, W ﬂdplﬂﬁf
Magna Cﬁum. In 1689 another member of
the bouwse of Stuart, ul of the fate of his
futher, possesserd bimself of the atrocious in-
struments of , und sttempted to subvert
:hn mdu:.-Mal’hh . But

apirit whicl ight Chacles block
exiled James 11, and changed the d for-
ever from the bouse of Stuart. And the sqme
chuses, the same '

enacted that no frecman may be taken or tmprisoned, or |
be disseized of bis freehold or it urties, or lifs free cus- |

end provid: d, divers of your subjects have of late been |
imiprisoned without any canse showedand when, for their |

That the pretended power of mspending law -
thority, * Itheut consent af-!'nrthmm&fb l!:e:yqt.‘
thpre:md _m-‘m of dispensing with laws,

% :mlmmnnm

Kl acts in the sublime drama of Eoglish lib-

and the unity of immorl principle which

ades und sustains them all is so complete that

Chathum eonsolidated them in his mind,

selaimed them to be “the Bible of the

Constitution.” Their inspiration was

fioed, however, to 1o nation and to no age.

¢ application w_civil rights was as universal

pankind itself. They speak in tones of hope, |

puity and of manhood. to every heart worthy |

¢ free which beats beneath thesun. They r

tute a frowningand defiaut bulwark against |

ry and despotic power; but a rudiant and

augel of liberty, poace, fraternity and se.

to the toiling millious whose strong sruns |

the wealth, the commerce, the progress

civilization of the world, And when the

reat struggle in Behalt of constiiutional

for the citizen against the unlawful as.

i of power by one man, which startled the

in 1776, had closed in trivmph ou the soil

of Virginia—where the voice of Putrick Heary

first #roused it—the material for those cluyses of
the American Coastitution which secure the per

sonil independence and personal rights of the

citizets. was ready and ample, a rich inberitance

«aud ouly needed 10 Le ressserted in

the form of an organic law. Our Cuastitution is

simply one more deuial recorded in history of the |

power to transcend the written luw in order to |

reach and injure the citizen in the enjoyment of |

life, liberty and property. Itis simply one more

declaration, added to those already made. that |

the people possessed an iuherent power to protect |

themselves sgainst their old esemy—executive |

usurpation. It was a solemn protest, in the nume |

of human nature, that one man should bave the

liberties of this people within hiscontrol no more

forever. It was the promulgation of Maguu |

Charta, the continuation of the Petition of Right, |

the extensiov of the Bill ot Rights, and a concen-

tration of them all,. Here are the noble, familiar

sections, the due observance of which alone

renders  American citzenship more valuable |
than the cosdition of the slave on his plunta

tion:

Art. IV. The right of the people to be secure in thelr
parsons, howses, papers, and eflects, ageinst unreasonable
searches and selzures, shall not be invaded, and no war-
raut shall isue but upon probabie cause, supported by |
oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place |
to be searchied, and the persons or things 10 be seized.

AeT. V. No person shall be held 10 answer a capital or
otherwise infamous erime, unless on a presentment or in-
dictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising In the |
land or naval forces, or In the militia when In actmal ser.

be subject, fur the satme offense, to be twice put in jeop-
ardy of life or limb; nur =hall he be compelled, in any |
criminal ease, to be o w tness against himself, nor be de-
prived of life, liverty, or property without due proocess of |
law: nor sball private property be taken for public use
without just compensation.

Arr. YI. Inall eriminal proseciutions the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and public tria!, by an impur-
tial jury of the State and district whereln the crime shall
have beeu commitied, which district shall have been pre.
viously ascertsined by law. and to be informad of the
natur- and catse of 1he acensation: 1o be voufroyted with
the witpesses against hin - to have rm:u‘!n'ﬂ-u'_\' procesg (or
ohtaining wittesses in his favor, and to bave the assistanee
ol counsel for his defense,

: 3 |

I bave thus, sir, given » briel and summary |
view ol the results which have uttended a contest
between {ree principles and the shuse of power
for more than <ix hundred vears in England and
America. | bave endenvored o pomt oot the |
issue which has st all times beeninvolved. It wili |
be observed, however, that all these great instru
ments, which stand as bexcon-lights of liberty
along r]n_' pathway of the iast six eeénturies, and |
from which I have go freely quoted, nre only de- |
clarntory of what the rizht< of man are, and de. |
peud for their execution on an sdditional agency |
in the poliey of government. Magun Charta, as
I bave shown, declared n mighty principle in the |
scfence of just government, and it bas been re
peated over and over again many times since, and |
ut last finds n polishel and detailed embodiment !

| tasted the bitterness of death in vain.

; stricken down.

{ only is this the law, as decide

of a devoted to

law, thhclh;en;mcy,

prisons, with legal -
than the dusky slaves of the Carolinas. The
of habeas corpus was o
pose of controlling one man and his subordinates;
::ndslﬂ“i: is claimed, in this, enlightened age,

riginated for the sole pur- |

very man can control it. It has been |

the master of every Executive since it was known |

among men; but in these modern days the major-

ity of the American Congress nssert that the |

| President of the United States has become its
| master. You might ns well lock the convict in
his cell and give him the key, and expect to find
him there when you return, a2 to expect the ex-
ecutive ruler of & nation to abide wi

its of constitutional restraint when the ple

in the lim- |

have surrendered to him the only engine of power |

which they hold over the question.

city to refrain from entrance when the
thrown open and the sword delivered up, as 1o
expect official station to respect at all times
ular rights when all their safe
doned to their ancient enemy.
Eme, the single object for which the writ of ha-
"84S COTpUS survived the lapse of centuries
and rocked the' world with revolutions would be
utterly defeat: 1if the President of the United
States can suspend its operntions and paralyze it

o8¢ aeeY of jaripradonte 1 bocomes s wetin, |

It is only |

an idle thing by such a construction.
needed when the Executive attempts to deprive
the citizen of his liberty contrary to law; and ac-

| cording to the construction of the supporters of

this Administration, that attempt need never
fail, for it is within the power of the President to
remove every obstacle which stands in his way
by the suspension of thi= writ.

Let this construction be maintained, and the

You might
{ 85 well expect an enemy who had laid siege to &
were |
> |
ds are - |
ir, the very par- |

!

| cause of liberty recedes back into the twilight |

wn from which it emerged nearly a thousand |

VEars ago.

other law bere now for the President. Every
effort made in behalf of free government will have
been made in vain.
bled in vain. John Hampden, on the plains of
Chalgrave, will have died in vain. Our own mar-

Then there was no law for the king |
| exeept his arbitrary will; and there will be no

The Barons will have assem- |

tyred host, robed in glory, who fell for freedom |

on the battle fields of the Revolution, will have
I'he lights
which have been hung up over our heads by the
wizdom and the sufferings of the past will all be
Magna Charta will fall from its
exalted sphere like a falling star. and our own

Constitation, like the eagle towering in his pride |

killed.
fill the sky, and it will only be left 1o American
citizens to creep around in its shadows as secret

and stealthy mourners at the tomb of liberty. |

Onre man’s sapremacy, the everlasting foe to free
institutions, will be complete.

In tite place of |

written constitations and laws we will enjoy the |

government of one mind and one will, embittered
and swayed by the passions and prejudices which

make their home in every frail mortal breast. No, |

| sir; this darling writ of the people, which has
| caused the

venerable statesman to abound in
warm and swelling periods of enlogium, and the

cool lips of the Judge to indulge in unwonted |

judicial eloguence; this guardian of every home;
this saint in cvery {freeman’s calendar; this friend

of every fireside: this kev to every dungeon; this |

messiah of the law, which comes to redeem the
lost and to visit those that are sick and in pricon,
was not born to be suspended and crucified at
the command of some ruling Cezar, The people
who made it, and who own it by the tit{:’o}\a
huudred battles fought for its principles, can
alone, through their representatives, say when

they are willing to waive for a season its protec- |

tion and enact its temporary suspension.
by every Court
in the history of English and American jurispru-
dence, but it is also the law as decided by every

Not |

|

in the American Counstitution; but something | maxim of reason, by every principle of Pﬂli‘icn'l |
'

more 15 necessary and indispensable in order to !
carry it put and confer its pructical benefits on
muanking. The Barons said that the executive
should pot 1xke, imprison or punish any citizen
of the realm, except necording to the law of she |
lund; the subjects of every English king have re
peated it, and the framers of vur Constitution as-
=ert the svwe thing with great partienlarity and |
eare in the sections which 1 bave just read; but |
what would all this be worth if no menns had been
provided to enfurce this often reiterated principle
of liberty? [t would simply stand as an expres
gion, s 2ublime one it i= troe, in favor of immuta-
ble justice and right; bur without the muchinery |
of vome active process of administrative law it |
would be powerless to extend succor to the op
pressed

Therefore all the proud declarations against the |
infrinzement of pérsonal liberty by the executive,
from Runnymede to the present hour, have beea |
necompanied by that messenger of speedy justice, |
the writ ol habeas corpus. Tt executes whatthey |
declure It gives motion and efficacy tothelaws
of a free government. [t is the active agent by |
which the will of the peaple, as expressed in thet
Coustitution and laws made for their own protee- |
tion, is enforeed. Without it the tyrant may
laugh to the wind« every docivine of Magna
Churta, every provision ol our own Coustitutiun.
Withont it un executive ruler is beyond legal re.
struiut or eoercion, s ean with impunity <ubsti
tute his own will for the Constitution and the |
laws. Without it arhi*rury power may roam m'eri
the rights of the people, like the wild boar in the
rien vineyards of Ganl, and tear and rend its vie-
tims at pleazure

Sir, the linbeas corpus iz the life of liberty. It |
is of ancient origin. [t was born amid the open- :
ing struggzles ol ourremote aneestors ia behalf of
popular freedom. It wax pecognized at once by a
race unwilliug 1o accept the coom of slaves to be
n law of necessity. It sprang from no statute. |
It depends [or its existence on no enactment. It |
is one of those high, unrepealable luws which
liberty writes on the hearts of all her worshippers,
nod which, without the aid of legislation. became
& part of the common law of England, simply be-
cause of that rule of God's providence, which
prescribes an eternal fitness of things. Itis. per
haps, older than Magna Charta itself. Hallam, |
in his History of the Middle Ages, referring to |
the period when the great charter was obtained,
BAYS

Whether courts of justice framed the writ of habeas
corpus in conformity te the spirit of this clause, o= found
it aiready in their register, it became from that ers the
right of every subject to demand it

And ugain, this great nuthor says:

From the sarfiest records of the English law no {reeman
could be detalned in prison except upou a criminal charge
of convivtion, or for a civil debt. In the former case it
was always in his power to demand of the Court of King's
Benoh a writ of babeas corpus ad subjwciendum, dirested
to the per=on detaining him in custody, by which he was
enjoined to bring up the body of the prisoner, with the
warrant of commitment, that the court miuht judyge of its
sufficiency. snd remarsd the party, admit kim to bail, or
discharge himy according tv the nature of the charge.

This Inw. thus described, the American eolo-
nies inherited and possessed from the earliest pe-
riod of their settlement. [t took no legislation to |
bestow on them its blessing. for, xs an eminent |
law writer observes:

And 14 must new be taken 2« n settled axiom of Amer-
can law, that the tervitory of the colo s was claimed by
right of occupaney vr by flading it “desery and uneulti-
vated;:** ard that the common law of Enslanud first obtalned

in that psrt of the empire as & Jaw personal to the Eng-
lish born colonists.

And, in the formation of our Constitution, our
fathers assumed that it already existed in all its

ancient force and benevolent mission, and simply
made the tollowing provis on against ity suapen.

sion:
the of the writ of habeas shall mot
e m-bm Iueuudwm:wllu-

be
slon, the public safoly may require it.

|

_mamx;imm exalted chivalry

philosophy.

If Ierr, Mr. Speaker, in asserting that the
Parliament alone in England, and the Con
alone in the United Stares, can julge of the ne-
cessitr and excreise the power of suspending the
writ of habens corpus, I errin most noble com-
pany. 1 am but hut following at an humble dis-
tance in the footzteps of those whose illustrions
names have long sinee become proverbs of wis-
dom and justice.
in the doctrines 1 have enmnciated to-day, I am
consoled with the reflection that 1 am wandering

If 1 am lost and going astray |

with Blackstone, with Hale, with Mansfield, with |
Coko: that I share my delusion with Kent, with |

Story, with John Marshall. ¥ 1 am

insensible |

at this time to the claims of modern political law- |
yers, it is beeause my mind ix absorbed in the |

contemplation of the teachings of those whose
names are of the immortal few not born 1o die.

If I turn a deaf car on this occasion to the arro- |
gant pretensigns of provest marshals and police |
officials, the representatives of executive usurpa- |
tions, it is becanse 1 prefer to fix myv sttention |

upon a lofty and virtuouvs class, the latchets of
whose shoes they are no' worthy to unloose. If
I am to be denounced % w5 utternnces here in
hehalf of libertr and justy

of the hour. the storm will 1
on my head, sustained and proteeted as T am by
the nnanimous voice of those whom mankind has

w the eager servility |
ndd itz fury in vain |

been tancht to rovere as henefactors of the hnman |

race. My eye shall not be withdrawn from the

Constitution as the gusrdian of liberty. I will |

not tum awar from the written law, judicially
exponnded, for any
importance.
over the cradle of liberty in its infaney, the spirit
which upheld and strengthened it when tempted
in the wilderness, and the power which will rell
away the stone from it tomb if ir shonld ever
again be betraved and vut to death.

consideratiin of earthly |
It is to me the star that hovered |

1 belong, &ir, to & profession which is glorions

in history. I rejoice that [ have spent some of

the days of my manhood in the study of a science |

in the adornment of which Erckine and Curran,
Webster and Grimke spent their lives,
'.'D,l ]n]‘u)fe-:hiuﬂ has had much to bear in the hos-
tile criticism provoked by an unworthy class who
inhabit the vestibule of her temple, and allure to
their meshes the unwary pilagrims who seek her

shrine for snbstantial refief. The artfu! trickery |

of iznoble minds has been assigned as an attri-
but: of the profession of the law, and its lower
walks; that pestilential brood which swarms
around the basc of the pedestal of honorable
fame, has, to the casnal observer, sanctioned sach
a view. But this iz all anjust. There is an at-
mosphere near the sun in which the great jurists
of twenty generations dwell. They have been
the forerunners of legalliberty. They have never
hung upon the skirts of governmenial progress.
Other professions have formed technical barri-
cades against the advance of popular freedom,
and questioned the divinity of the people; but
those who have dmnk deep from the fountains of
that “‘perfection of reason,” English and Ameri-
can law, recognize the voice of the people as the
voice of God. It is matter of recowd that the
legal profession has been the patient, the toiling

| and the inspired handmaiden of liberty. I might

dwell upon its services, and recall the circum-
stances, in historieal order. whici. will forever
commend its fame to the lovers of free institu-
tions, if the ing hour assigned to me wonld

allow.  But these things will all mﬁt them-
the law and student
,» however, to inquire whether

my brethren of the law have the ex-

T

of the profes: @ dead! Do von stand
with its robes of purple, or do you stand
oppressed in destitution? Is motto
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Bat. sir, the blow has fallen, and I ram to sur-
vey for a few momeats its ghastly co uences.
In defisnce of all law, in conrempt of Judi-
clary, in derision of the teachings of history, and
in scorn and mockery of the holy principles of
personal liberty, the writ of habeas corpus stands
suspended. The will of the Executive has for
more than a vear been the sole law of the land
to which the oatraged citizen has heen permitted
to appeal. The Constituiion with its harmonious
machinerv of justice has been sét aside, and the
exact principle of u supreme and irresponsible
despotism has reigned ju Uis stend. Nor has this
been the mere naked assertion of su unwarranted
and dangerons power ou the part of the Execan-
tive, unnccompaniod by those revolting scenes
which alwayvs distinguish an arbitrary from o free
Governmen:. It has borue to the lips of the
Americau people a fruit, in horrible abundance,
more bitter and deadly than the Dead Ses apples
of Sodom and Gomorrab. Sir, how shall T dwell
upon the deep humiliation, the open shame which
this Republic has suffored in the imprisonment of
its loyal and faithfal citizens? ow shall 1
fashion my wug;;c to spesk in the h;:ing of &
free e, in ¢ resence of their nta-
tirrs??:l?imundcd mfall hands in this H;I’?:y the
svmbole of liberty, and locking on the benignant
face of the Father of his Country, of deeds en-
acted in our midst which recall to the mind in all
their frightful detail the mournful stories of the

xh-h WAL I s d D Lhe
ocean, 4nd which come down 1o us flom the ages
of chaos, night, and creclty? Shall T stop to
conuat over in a melancholy array the pames of
those who, without crime, without eriminal charge,
with no law bur the law of hideous viclence, have
been scized by the rapacity, the felonious rapacity
of this Administration, and buried out of sight of
home, friends, und justice? The list would be &
long one, and wonld start tears afresh around »
thousand firesides. This task, however, must be
assigned to the impartial pen of history. A book
will some day take its place upon the shelves of
our libraries commemorating the wounds which
liberty has received in this enlightened age, in the
wrongs and outrages inflicted on American citi-
zens. Tam to-day dealing with the principle
which is involved, and a few instances of the -
centious abase of power will illustrate the bold
attempt whigh has been made to subvert the lib-
erties of this Government.

No age, no sex, no condition in life has been
exemp! from invasion, unlawful arrest, and im-
prisonment. 1 speak simply what every man in
the hearing of my voice knows to be true. [ bave
secn the ministers of the gospel of a peaceful Ba-
vior on their way to prizon, leaving wife, children,
and congregation a thousand miles behind, for
preaching peace on earth and good will towsrd
men. One, the Rev. Mr Bundy, as | sm in-
formed by my friend from Ilinois, [Mr. Allen,)
living in his district, was dmgged away from the
open grave of his child, over whose remains the
burial services had uct vet been closed; denied
the privilege of retarning to his house to take 2
final leave of another member of hix family then
dying, and hurried like an atrocious and danger-
ous crtminal to the safe keeping of a cell. 1 have
seen the upright and conscientions lawyer seized
by the loathsome instruments of oppression, for-
bidden to console a sick wife, the mother of his
children, with & single word at parting, and con-
veyed by fartive and rapid movements to a distant
and arbitrary military tribunal, beeause he had
dared, as became a frecman, to declare what he
conceived the law to be. ] have seen men who
had been trusted and homored in public life by
those who had known them most intimstely in
every relation, arrested in my own State for no
offenses known w any law, and without warrant,
withont commitment. made to eat “‘the bread
which captives’ tears have watered” in every
of despotism. In the month of October Jast I
met three friends, distingunished citizens of Indi-
ana, who six vears ago served as Benstors to-
gether in her ].A:Eiﬁl&"!ﬂ'- I met them, sir, serv-
g together in the same prison a term of impris-
onment which had no other duration or limit, no
other beginning or end, no other canse or concly-
sion, no other condition or circamstraoce to sup-

rt it than the mere arbitrary, unlawful, unen-

ightencd, and andacions will of one man here in
Washington City. Sir, as I stood in their guarded
room, listened to the story of their wrongs, and
looked out upon the eunshine and the air—and
the flag of the white man’s freedom floating in
the distance—strange thoughts possessed my
mind, and strange visions arose before me. A
new sensation penetrated my heart. [ secmed to
dwell “or awhile beneath the shadow of the Bas-
tile, and hear the cries and grosns which finally
rent its walls, The dungeons of Austria opened
around me, and the pravers of their victims for
liberty seemed to fill all space and all time. The
damp vaults of Venice and the fearful caverns of
the Spanish Inguisition yielded up their horvible
secrets, The Tower of London, that melincholr
tomh of genius and of heauty, the imperions
form of Henry VIII, the beadsman’s ax, the
recking block, all became distinet to my view;
and T looked, as it were, face to face into the
fri;:htﬁll, aprlnuin.f_‘ connirnance of l}'l'ﬂnn}'. I
studied its ferocions and revolting features in the
light of historical associations. But when I came
to reflect on all this, and reason from cause to
effect, 1 found thar precisely the same terrible
principle of oppression which has disgraced the
ast, and filled other conntries with tesrs and
lood, was triumphing in my very presence. T
turned away, snd took my “appeal from tyrenny
to God.”

But, =ir, the people of this whole country and
of the civilized world have beheld worse <cenes
than even these enacted in onr midst, Thi- House
has been invaded. The principle of popmlar rep-
resentation, on which the theors of this Govern-
ment is based, has been assailed in the illegal and
brutal arrest of two members of the American
Cougress. The honorable gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. May| early fell & victim to the spirit of
executive nsurpation, which has since spread like
an evil shadow over the entire land. He had
dared, in an hour of envenomed popular frenzy,
to raise his voice in this Hall and assert, in no
suppliant tones, his rights as & Repre-entative
He La-l dared 10 assert that the Constitution ot
the country wes binding in all its provisions, in
time of : s well as in time of war, and that
his allegiance was due to it and not to the party

which bhad ascendoed into power by ling ft
under their feet. In the exercise of hmlhﬂl
prerogative as u legislator, and in accondance
with his sensc of duty as a citizen, he had bromghs
forward measures here looking to a speedy and

ceful solution of that unnatural <trife which
E:: turned our rivers to blood and lined our once

lie down to sleep together in peace at the close of
happy lives, but where hosiile specters will for-
ever haunt the dismal seene: and vex the air with
shricks of undying hate. For these acts of duty
as a Representative, and these acts alone, sir,

honorable gentleman from Marvland was ar
rested, and made to feel the iron of hel
tivity enter his sonl. The san of his home
was mvaded at midnight, that fit hoar for the as.
sassination of liberty, by an unknown band of
armed men, who scarched every privacy of do-
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